19:10:26 Awesome. So, we're officially starting. This is our interview group interview for history of American women with Professor Mormon couple weeks ago we did an interview with alumni from the class of 1960 1972.
19:10:46 Yeah.
19:10:47 We're now going to do another interview with ourselves basically as a group interview to see how things have changed since then, in a lot of different topics so, Alex started.
19:10:57 So, let us introduce ourselves Charlie you want to go first. Yeah, so I'm Charlie, I'm a junior at Middlebury and class of 2024.
19:11:12 Oh, right, right. I'm Sophie, I am a senior fellow at Middlebury though I matriculated as a REG and took the spring off of last year. So I am now the cost of 20 22.5.
19:11:31 Matthew. I'm the senior class of 2022.
19:11:35 Yeah.
19:11:43 What are our academic interests and extra curricular interests.
19:11:49 And how does that correspond with your life before college and how did that change while you're at mid.
19:12:00 Yeah, so my starting this one off academic interests, I'm a history major and computer science minor out of the classroom, I'm on the men's basketball team here.
19:12:12 And that's basically what I intended to do. I'm coming into college, with the exception of computer science thought I was going to be a comp side major which I decided on a whim.
19:12:23 One week before school, and then ended up not liking comp sigh as much as I thought I would. But I'm four classes and so it's only two more for a minor so I figured I might as well stick it out and get the minor, or all those long nights before would
19:12:37 be a waste so gonna do that. And, yeah, not much else. In terms of those big main interests of change in college.
19:12:49 Um, I will dive in. I am an American Studies major and a French minor.
19:12:56 I think I I didn't really realize the full extent of what American Studies was when, when I was in high school that wasn't something we talked much about.
19:13:05 But I got here and it seemed cool looking back, I think that I would have really loved being history major.
19:13:12 I've taken a ton of history courses.
19:13:16 Although, a lot of them, you know, there's lots of overlap between American Studies in history so that works really well, and outside of the classroom.
19:13:25 I am doing something I never would have thought I would do which is I'm running a business that I inherited from a girl the year, tears above me.
19:13:34 And so that takes a lot of time, and I did not think that I would spend the better part of my days doing much more professional work than academic while in college, but the library is a great place to do homework, as well as, you know, invoicing clients
19:13:51 or whatever it is. So that's been exciting, and I also run mid ventures which is a club here on campus.
19:13:59 That does a lot of stuff with entrepreneurship, and I write for the newspaper.
19:14:05 I think that's what I'm a tour guide but that feels like irrelevant now because you don't get to see people's faces so it's not the same experience.
19:14:15 Yeah.
19:14:19 I'm respecting on sir I'm a biology major on the pre med track the history minor.
19:14:32 And as far as like extracurricular things go. I'm also a tour guide so I was going to mention that just to kind of pet out just a little bit and really, like, after following that one.
19:14:34 But, like the main things I do are I'm Captain the Quidditch game here which I feel fairly confident I would not have predicted coming into college, because I'm not a Harry Potter nerd.
19:14:47 And also, I am a nerd another way it's just not specifically that one, the biology in pretty bad stuff was kind of expected but the other aspects of fun a little more in flux.
19:14:59 And I came in, actually.
19:15:02 As a biology major pre med track, and then I did a 180 and switch to history, and an English minor.
19:15:08 So lots of reading and writing.
19:15:11 I direct my own group.
19:15:15 God I work at the mail center I'm interning for the title nine office which has been really exciting. Um,
19:15:23 what else do I do, just forgetting a lot of things right now.
19:15:29 A lot of things. Yeah, a lot of things but those are like my main things I dedicate a lot of my time to.
19:15:52 Yeah, I yeah I mean my major totally changed. I guess I realized like my.
19:15:47 See my personality would be better use like as a lawyer than the doctor and I'm just play more passionate about arguing and I really like advocating for people and.
19:15:59 Yeah, so I'm pretty confident that I chose.
19:16:04 Um, so we're going to pivot to describe it to the weekend on campus so we're coming up this weekend so I'm sure we all have a good idea what that looks like for each of us in different ways, are all students able to enjoy the same freedoms on the weekend,
19:16:17 or are there kind of these like unspoken rules guidelines for different students.
19:16:24 Yeah, so for me.
19:16:29 Typical weekend in right now I'm in season. So typical weekend on campus. Usually we have a game on Friday, and then we have a game on Saturday. And then we'll take the bus back, and usually get back in time to like go out and enjoy college life on the
19:16:43 Saturday night. It would be ending of the season, sometimes you can't just happen the past couple weekends, but fortunately this weekend able to go out, usually hang out with the team at the team's house.
19:16:55 And then from there, because we're like a small group of like 13 people only will all hang out together, It seems house and then log out together to some other non party something that's happening, usually on a weekend.
19:17:07 In addition to that, hanging out with off the team friends meeting up with them.
19:17:11 And the second part of the question are all students able to enjoy the same freedoms. On the weekend mean obviously Middlebury is a place of like Varian privileges everybody benefits from certain types of privileges everybody benefits from a certain structures
19:17:26 structures and social structures that are put in place. So, obviously, stuffs not equal, and I'm sure there's a lot of people who don't enjoy a lot of the freedoms that come along with everybody's different unique positions within power, I don't know.
19:17:43 Yeah, yeah, yeah. So, I think, for me at least. Yeah, it's been good.
19:17:50 But at the same time yeah there's definitely a lot of weird culture shock even for me coming to the east coast on the west coast and different ways that people interact with each other.
19:18:03 Um, yeah I think so I'm not on a sports team so my experience has been pretty different in that regard and that like I, when I got here like didn't immediately have people like, Oh, yeah, these are me Have you been out with, um, but
19:18:23 I typical weekend is like dinner, I mean not night. I'm like hanging out with friends, after dinner.
19:18:35 Often it does involve drinking and does involve some version of dancing, which I love to do on the weekends.
19:18:45 But I feel like it's less like I don't I don't always know exactly where I'll be going because it's not like I'm, I have someone else who can be in charge of it.
19:18:59 I'm like I'm not moving as a group or as a unit as much.
19:19:03 I think as a senior now my social life on the weekends looks way different than I did as a freshman, when we would show up to like water sweets, wherever we heard music and just walk in, and maybe feel awkward but like just assumed we were welcome there
19:19:16 Now I'm like more interested in knowing that like, I'll be friends with the people who are there.
19:19:21 And probably wanting to know that I'm yeah they're not like the only person there from my friend group or whatever it is.
19:19:36 Today, that's definitely like a new aspect to experience. And I don't know if that's really been impacted by coded but I don't know. Yeah.
19:19:45 Think, at least for me, I'd like to kind of split the difference between the two because I'm Quidditch does travel but also not unlike the same scale as like the like Donald sports.
19:19:57 And so that was some weekends it's rather like I'm driven to Boston back, both ways and play the tournament I will not be doing anything that night. But on the other hand it's not like I really would do anything anyway it's just more question of, like,
19:20:22 Am I hanging out with like a small group of people or just kind of
19:20:19 like I definitely agree with what you guys have said so far about like the different spaces and like, like the just the privileges of being able to interact in different ones but in addition to that, like, because I don't like a lot of nights on just
19:20:32 like walk alone at night, which is very different in terms of safety as a real treat told male identifying person, versus someone who was not just in terms of like at a red being at risk from others.
19:20:45 So I feel like that's worth noting still at Middlebury but yeah
19:20:52 i agree with a lot of the things Sophie said, I think that's really similar to my experience I think coded.
19:20:59 When you know we were all vaccinated there was a little more leeway in the spring, like, and even before that I was just way more intentional with who I saw so it's only seeing people that I really wanted to see really care about we knew really well.
19:21:12 Um, and it's been great. I think coming back and having the opportunity to out into like actual parties.
19:21:22 However, I just feel a little jaded as a senior woman on campus.
19:21:28 You know, do I really want to take part and do I want to drink a lot, like, not the same as, like when I was younger.
19:21:39 Freshman year.
19:21:41 So I just I'm a lot more selective yeah I don't really want to go to the hot water parties I live in that water by. Go.
19:21:49 I think if we're just talking about structures like out waters traditionally like a really male dominated space.
19:21:54 And there's I think from like even like an academic perspective like a really poignant dynamic there as well.
19:22:09 in those more male dominated spaces so it's like no where do you go where you feel most comfortable moral you see the most people that you care about.
19:22:15 I would say for me social houses really fill that void I feel like they attract lots of groups of people so it's really nice because I have different groups on campus and it's nice when they all kind of coalesce together.
19:22:31 Are you a member of a socialist yeah I'm in tab. I'm definitely less active but for me town was a place where they have really great open parties where I'm sure to run into like a lot of different people that I know it's a place and I do feel really safe
19:22:45 and comfortable with, and I think like so we said the dance component is really big. And like, they do have some good dance nights there.
19:22:54 Um, yeah, I was like I'm just, I'll go to bed at 1130 or 1230 Where's fresh to me I was like, out till two or three and I just don't have that energy anymore.
19:23:06 Um, let's see. Okay, moving on, who is in your own smaller world at Middlebury men, women, a mix. Where do your friendships grow classes extra curricular is dorm assignments.
19:23:19 What is your strongest memory of Middlebury.
19:23:23 Yeah, my own smaller world at Middlebury.
19:23:28 So, on the team. It's like the 13 guys are on the team. Every year are my closest friends in addition to my friend Reebok the team.
19:23:37 Fortunately, freshman year is different. It was kind of all the team, and then struggling friend groups, kind of out off the team but then unfortunately, by the time the junior.
19:23:47 I've kind of gotten lucky I guess to have found a really awesome group of friends off the team as well. So, that's kind of what my small world is it's like those two kind of groups of guys in the then.
19:23:58 So yeah, mainly we are mainly men, close with like my friends girlfriends and yes we hang out with the women's basketball team. Sometimes, so yes I know them, you know, and girls like to see around on campus.
19:24:13 So, overall mix, I guess, and then where did my friendships grow yeah basketball and
19:24:34 during the gap semester I moved to Boulder with like a random group of people who ended up becoming my closest friends off the team so that's kind of how that one grew, And then, strongest memory of Middlebury is my overnight visit was really awesome.
19:24:37 Because when I like came and visited because I was like said I'm going to Boden ended ended up having an awesome time at Middlebury really loved the Middlebury basketball coach, and he's a big reason I came so honestly that was a really memory memorable
19:24:52 memory
19:24:53 of that.
19:24:55 Oh yeah, yeah, yeah it doesn't go now can't say it on her record.
19:25:03 Um, I, My smaller rather Middlebury is like, admittedly fairly large, because it's just like how I am.
19:25:15 I don't know, But my closest friends.
19:25:19 Hi Tara pretty good mix of male and female, and also a pretty good mix of like people I've met.
19:25:25 You know, in the last year or even a couple of months, and then also like a really good number of people who I've met with one of my closest friends I met the day before we moved into hotel, she and I were both scouting out our rooms we'd snuck in behind
19:25:42 them kids were there for preseason. And we were both of their parents, literally like we're across the hall.
19:25:48 And, yeah, I've been friends with her ever since. So I'd say that like a good amount of my friendships have come from like proximity and that, like, that's dorm assignment or I guess I've you know I've known people from glasses and then, you know, did
19:26:04 the thing really want to get a lunch after.
19:26:08 I like that. I guess feels like maybe it's a it is a friend from class, and then a lot of them I think I've been like friends of friends.
19:26:17 And like you just like it's a snowball.
19:26:21 More and more people.
19:26:24 And, yeah, I do think, I have a really diverse group of like male female friendships, which I think maybe is sometimes a little more barrier.
19:26:33 But I also grew up with a twin brother so I think that like is definitely a part of it.
19:26:39 Like, I really value, having friends of different gender identities and me and my strongest military memory.
19:26:50 Their billion.
19:26:52 And I guess like academic versus social is tough
19:27:01 part about this beforehand.
19:27:07 I'd say like
19:27:10 driving to the snowball with like random kids you lived on my whole freshman year was like a pretty formative experience because we like piled into cars together, safely but nonetheless like haphazardly.
19:27:25 And then like getting know people in between like rides on the chairlift, and while we're all like cold together.
19:27:34 Feels pretty uniquely Middlebury.
19:27:36 And then like the joy of, you know, coming back and changing and then all eating dinner together was really, really great and my like Middlebury experience
19:27:52 to come over. Okay, so my small, small role at Middlebury is mostly built around Quidditch, which is co Ed so the front group has been pretty evenly split among all gender I'd done is for most of the time I've been here.
19:28:07 Like there's a few random friendships that have kind of like popped up from classes.
19:28:11 So I could be avoided research with our summer I'm fairly close with.
19:28:15 And then there are like the same faces you see in a lot of the bio classes just because so many introductory courses where you're likely to see people again.
19:28:25 And then, I guess, like the academic front I don't actually have good stats for this but I think the bio department is pretty evenly split in terms of gender identity or, at least, the research group that like doing ecology research right now is evenly
19:28:44 split if not mostly women, so it feels like the like recognizing stem is reputation as like being very male like focused I guess kind of wanting just to preemptively push back on that a little bit.
19:28:59 But, at least at least as far as apartments concerned, but um, then, yeah, most of my friendships or just from college or vocational ones from class, and then like the strongest memory of Middlebury.
19:29:14 I don't know like there.
19:29:16 I want to take everything I say about credits because they're all these questions keep asking about like big memory so like we went to Nationals my freshman year, and that was really cool because like I was even more awkward than I am now.
19:29:28 So I was going to I didn't know super well and then like we actually got to go and play and I mostly didn't suck. So, that was, That was good. I like that.
19:29:40 So, that was fun.
19:29:45 Um, my own small world. I think I had a lot of upperclassmen friends who graduated and then Kobe kind of cut them off so I think my group has definitely gotten smaller but like I said I still have different pockets on campus so, like, the people that
19:30:01 club soccer with the kids that were in my Chinese class, we were bonded through fire.
19:30:13 You know, the people that lived in my dorm, my freshman year I think was really strong groups of people I think, who lives near me my freshman year was a really big indicator of, like, how well we know each other how close to God.
19:30:29 And I would say like my floor Battelle to South is like incredibly close with say, and.
19:30:36 And even if I'm not going to those people like, I still say hi to them you know are super super friendly.
19:30:43 Um, So yeah, definitely freshman dorm Bob's.
19:30:51 Um, but I would say. So when I realized recently I'm not friends, a lot of straight man like I have a lot of close friends.
19:30:57 But a lot of shipment of my life, like my boyfriend kind of fills a void and his friends, but like they're kind of my TV viewing that that world if you will.
19:31:07 Um, so yeah I want to close.
19:31:10 Women friends as well. I'm not the strongest memory of Middlebury.
19:31:19 I have a few like I think Chinese was really formative because that was a really challenging.
19:31:24 Just pathway to persist on for three years.
19:31:30 I would say maybe singing my acapella so for the first time I was really formative just like, Okay, I'm in school and like, I can do this and people want to hear me and I'm not just this girl, like the upstate New York, and then you come here and you
19:31:54 stake in the ground and you like have a presence I think that was like very formative my last one. I was in a class on women in US elections my sophomore year and our professor who's a senator.
19:31:59 She was able to bring in all of these Vermont, women politicians, and it was the first year she did it so super informal.
19:32:07 But you brought in like easily 1215 politicians to like the Speaker of the Vermont Senate Majority Leader the mayor of Montpelier know so many women who are secret prominent, and we just like sat on the ground in circles, I like I was sitting in the middle
19:32:26 of the House Speaker, and the mayor of Montpelier and it was just so surreal, and they were so down to earth. And it was really inspiring me just to see that.
19:32:42 Okay.
19:32:40 Okay. Having been really disenfranchised with politics local and national interest. Okay, like there's some really genuine people here and like, I'm not like totally sick of it yet and disheartening.
19:32:51 so that was a really big moment for me.
19:32:55 Yeah.
19:32:55 Okay. Um, I think this one is like really important What does institutional change look like during our time here you know we heard about 60 to 72 and like how change felt really poignant and dramatic, like what we how we see that like what's our perception
19:33:16 of that right now and 2021.
19:33:22 I think she could offer us.
19:33:24 Yeah.
19:33:25 I thought about this a little bit because,
19:33:31 you know, right now in the moment it's kind of hard to be like, Oh, this big pivot is happening right now. I think Kobe has really changed just how we approach the classroom.
19:33:43 So even with thanksgiving like a lot of people were able to go home earlier because people could take classes on zoom, so it's like this new flexibility with how we interact.
19:33:54 And I think professors are a lot more I'm not saying all professors, by any means and some departments and more traditional than others, like Chinese department.
19:34:04 But like, even looking at like Charlie our history classes like there is this like the emphasis on just like the quantity of assignments and more in the quality of work and I think professors are a lot more aware of burnout.
19:34:15 I think independent I was a really big wake up call for some professors and like how we do work and how students collect and mental health is like something we need to be focusing on.
19:34:27 So I guess in some ways it comes from the faculty, but I think a lot of the change comes from the students.
19:34:40 I don't like.
19:34:42 I don't always see the SCA being like super instrumental and like implementing change like I think it's like individual clubs on campus I can advocate for like very specific things like different things in the dining hall and more options really even
19:34:57 reserving the tables for people who have difficulty accessing certain locations in the dining hall I think like, Those are the things I can look like look at as, like, tangible change, but I'm not seeing change on like an institutional level, like I'm
19:35:13 just not.
19:35:15 Maybe we'll look back in 20 years 30 4050 years like okay like this change but like as of right now I'm not seeing all that. So, yeah, when you said the thing about like professors being aware of, like, what's going on in course load that's actually it
19:35:31 first I couldn't really think of much, honestly, now that you say that that does remind me like, it does, at least to me seem like there's a much bigger focus on mental health that I've ever heard before.
19:35:42 And I think that's kind of more of a national thing to maybe I'm biased because I've personally, but honestly only become aware of the importance of like, realizing, talking about mental health and that stuff.
19:35:54 During the pandemic. but I feel like that's also a national thing it's just been going on where like, people start to like talk more openly about that stuff.
19:36:02 And it's becoming people are aware of it just because everybody was like, not the best in quarantine everybody kind of had their struggles through that so that's what I've seen, um, similarly to the people from class 72.
19:36:14 It seems like most of that change comes from with the students, demanding something and then the institution or the faculty or not the faculty but like the institution kind of reacting to that.
19:36:26 And then, saying they are paying attention for example like grading, there was the whole like universal pass fail and people like wanting grading changes.
19:36:33 The students demanded and then the faculty voted on that and approved it and the institutions like right Sure, so they did it.
19:36:40 That's kind of where I see the change coming from, but that's really the big change I see maybe it's just like more focus on mental health at the School of the net really know maybe over the last, maybe we're looking back on it I'll see changes now really
19:36:56 nobody else.
19:36:59 Yeah, I feel like it's, it's interesting because we see professors are pushed by him fellow students and I think that the.
19:37:09 This doing in the best way and I'm so grateful for it because I remember freshman year, and there was this glory to stay in the library forever and like, people were doing that.
19:37:19 And it was like full until one or two, not full but like.
19:37:25 There were a lot of spaces library where like people were grinding really late at night.
19:37:30 And that's not sustainable or healthy. I mean I guess it's sustainable, do it but like, that's not for everybody, but it's a it's a stark contrast to what I see now.
19:37:42 However, I still think that there are still like a huge number of Middlebury students who, like, are sitting around so bored because they like don't know how to do life with slightly lower expectations and they don't know how they don't know what to do
19:37:56 with their time, like they don't know. I mean, I guess, prizes less than athletes and non athletes like a lot of friends are like, I'm so bored I don't know what to do.
19:38:12 Like, I read your book. Like, there's so many projects you can do like there's some. I mean, I don't know. So I think Middlebury like there's still this underlying, and maybe it's the type of student little brain tracks, but there is definitely like this
19:38:37 desire for kids, like, a lot of people are like I'm not doing enough I'm not productive enough, I'm not like this is not valuable work or time like kids don't think that a class that's like easy is worth, like, easy is worth spending money on.
19:38:39 And it's like, well, if it's interesting and if you learn something like it doesn't it doesn't have to be worth it to like fight from A to B or whatever it is.
19:38:48 And I guess that's less institutional but I'd be curious to see, I'm just interested to see other react to that because you see all these kids who don't want to handle, like they don't want to address them until after they don't want to address that board
19:39:13 and school says they're handling mental health with them they have like, not enough therapists and you can only get a therapy women like once every other week or something for 30 minutes I don't know I go to a in town therapist, but I've been hearing
19:39:16 horror story. it's 30 minutes and they cut you off.
19:39:21 Sorry. Yeah.
19:39:24 Yeah, I guess, not to like this is very much not in defense of the current status quo which is like the fact, like, in terms of like lunch like chain going on here like telehealth is relatively new, like talk how it feels like they're doing like a good
19:39:37 point. It's worth mentioning just like because yeah it's nowhere close to satisfactory now but just like the fact there is like some degree of change.
19:39:46 Then, I don't know if this is technically cheating the question or not because it's relatively recent that like people are organizing for it but like really organizing for it but I know a lot of the stem kids have been for a very long time like trying
19:39:59 to argue that we should be getting credit for taking labs, because you can make an argument that if you're taking a lab or the average.
19:40:08 Yeah, I've been at MIT I haven't been averaging two lives first semester, which essentially means the workload of six classes, just lobster and half hour sessions on assignments independent of the actual lecture.
19:40:20 So, to not be getting credit for those just means that you're burning yourself out for no reason and I know people are organizing to do now, so I don't know if that's like something that'll actually like work out or not.
19:40:32 I think the stem faculty have also been trying to argue for that but there's been actually a large amount of pushback from other departments, which is interesting, but that's probably as much as I should say about without really knowing.
19:40:48 Not without being one of the main organizers So, but, yeah, so interesting.
19:40:55 Looking at the time trying to budget questions. Yeah, we wanted to just a second meeting at some point because like I don't know how, like actually having a question so we have, we have two questions we have some more general ones.
19:41:13 So it's a.
19:41:15 I think the next ones are pretty straightforward. Yeah, we can, we can all be pretty succinct and those, Yeah.
19:41:21 This one's about your gender identity and then do you think your gender identity and packs the experiences you have at Middlebury if so how, and then jumping off that.
19:41:31 How would you describe the dating culture on campus.
19:41:35 Yeah. How is gendered I seen the impact of experiences.
19:41:40 Men are privileged. I don't think I think at the end of the day there's just a lot of privileges that come with like being a guy that are messed up, not best, but obviously as gender identity.
19:41:52 Definitely impacts the experiences I've had in a lot of ways.
19:41:57 Just all the straightforward ways, I wouldn't say middle breezy different compared to like national culture.
19:42:03 How would I describe the dating culture on campus.
19:42:07 Say, I mean I think it's just pretty much like other colleges where like people date.
19:42:14 And, but like the majority of like the culture is just around like hookup culture and then like if you decide to date like you do that within hookup culture.
19:42:22 So like asking people to like dinner or lunch is pretty.
19:42:25 Like, it's a big deal that like you ask somebody, I think, and then way the college so our try to prohibit on that front.
19:42:34 I don't think that's, I don't know, that's kind of pretty straightforward. Yeah.
19:42:43 Um, I as a woman. I feel that on campus.
19:42:51 I
19:42:55 haven't felt it as much academically as I think many of my peers have.
19:43:00 Although like.
19:43:10 Like I took econ courses, and definitely felt my woman.
19:43:10 Really really shy there.
19:43:10 And that that was just a very like culturally.
19:43:14 The men were loud when they Rose, Rose raised their hands.
19:43:18 And they were confident to when I'm loading confident but it was like a whole different world and I don't know if that's all my professors, or whatever.
19:43:26 But I'd say that dating was, I like before, coded.
19:43:35 To me it was like a very few, I mean, and we were also younger but like, not as many people were dating it was more just like people are not like maybe seeing each other, but it wasn't like kids went on dates much or like any of that.
19:43:50 There were people who were dating who like had never been on dates with each other, like off campus or honestly like Yeah. Um, but I almost feel like I was here last fall.
19:44:02 I didn't notice all that was happening.
19:44:05 hookup culture or, or dating wise, but then getting back after taking the spring off like this fall, literally looked around, and every day I'm like everybody's dating each other, everybody's like consistently hooking up with someone.
19:44:20 If not, like, you know, serious or exclusive wherever it was.
19:44:25 And I see all the time like
19:44:30 of the kids my year, like I feel like horrible like the boys are all day the girls that are younger, which I guess makes sense when we talk, whatever, like
19:44:44 there. There's like 30 boys my year do I'm like friends with who aren't getting girls were younger.
19:44:54 So yeah, I just feels like a switch was flipped and everybody's happy.
19:45:02 Yeah, I feel like I've touched on this but maybe not but just like I think like my gender identity is like an impairment at all i don't think that, and I got our big huge stretch to apply that to literally any aspect of my time I met, I think, well, there's
19:45:20 like a little, like, there were some people who were like moderately harassing me over the course of my time at MIT and I feel like there's a little less sympathy for them, they're just as you kind of.
19:45:32 It's kind of like that oh you're a guy you must like the attachment, just not that I'm very very uncomfortable, what's happening right now, but like I also don't feel like I'm in danger.
19:45:40 But I also don't actively participate in dating culture or hookup culture admin, so I don't feel like I'm super great and answering those questions.
19:45:57 Maybe just differences and fingers, it also feels like a lot of people I know are seniors who are dating other seniors. So, at least as far as I know, or not I mean I don't deny that that's what's happening, but I hadn't noticed that previous to them.
19:46:16 Yeah, it was probably not have an answer.
19:46:19 I think generally entity in the classroom is tough for me.
19:46:24 I lost a lot of academic competence encoded, to the point where like, I would get stomach aches me raise my hand and stuff so, like, a lot of that was based on imposter syndrome I just like feeling like not smart enough not good enough, not creative enough,
19:46:44 and a lot of my male dominated history classes, which like really sucks. Um, and so it's been nice this much you're getting back on the horse but even then I'm really self conscious of how much I talk in class like if I talk, in my opinion, what's too
19:46:54 much.
19:46:56 Like I take myself for like the first thing I say is like, Oh sorry, like, you know like, what, what do we insert like an apology or like doubt ourselves at the end of our statements like I catch myself all the time and it's just something that I am aware
19:47:10 of.
19:47:12 It's tough because you want to be self aware but I think to a certain extent, like I am super hard and myself in that setting, arguably because of my gender identity.
19:47:23 Anyways, I think, relationships and code are really fascinating, I started dating my partner like if he wants to fork over it happen so like covenant relationships is really weird my total picture is Sophie like the amount of relationships on campus just
19:47:39 sleep exploded once people like me to really be exclusive without independent like like you're just gonna defacto be exclusive, because
19:47:53 most of the time.
19:47:57 I'm alive, I, I also like not with your point on the Gmail harassment I just a side note yeah that's very much a thing.
19:48:06 I'm not saying men don't benefit from like all these structural things but like there also is the stigma like I know men who have been harassed, like, because, because of the position ality it's,
19:48:19 you know, maybe they're not as apt to say something or do things the people in power aren't as apt to like take their complaint seriously so I just wanted to reinforce that.
19:48:30 And personally my experience, I felt a lot of pressure. I mean, I did not like a culture and it wasn't for me.
19:48:37 And so kind of taking a different route, made me, I put a lot of like, I just took a very non traditional road like with my boyfriend like we just went on dates for a while and I felt a lot of pressure not from him or anyone but like society like in that
19:48:55 Middlebury like you hook up for your like that sort of culture and it was still really weird to people not whereby people like, like it was shocking to people that we were just like going on dates and like getting to know each other, and not hooking up.
19:49:10 And we do that for like a few months and like I feel really comfortable saying that but like, that's what I was comfortable with, but like, it's just so funny the external pressures that exist at the school that like form these like formulas that we think
19:49:24 relationships and look like or this is how it starts.
19:49:29 So yeah, I love that makes sense but kind of doing your own thing sometimes it's hard to do that.
19:49:37 Okay.
19:49:39 I think another thing really quickly that multi touch on and I like forgot to mention is like the safety thing, and like what it is like to be my users what you mentioned as a twice.
19:49:52 Say walking across campus at night or.
19:49:56 Yeah, just like gender and safety.
19:50:00 And like on tours, really told the point out there like blue light system, whatever.
19:50:07 I am acutely aware of which passes like from point A to point B on campus have dark spots, and where the like lights are not reliable.
19:50:19 And like as if lights are going to keep me safe, like dogs do something else but
19:50:27 I vote in parties sorry I'm a wiggly person, I'm in parties, and like, like walking into a library at night like I almost always call my parents and like I like to leave the library before a certain time, like before it's really dark but there's no no
19:50:48 way to fix that because it's like college I'm, like, it can feel really scary and like I have been in situations where I felt like very unsafe on this campus.
19:50:56 And that's like again like outside and inside. And I think that there is a culture of like
19:51:04 guys not standing up against their like male friends saying things are not okay, whether that's actual racial or gender, whatever it is, like, I think that there is some very serious toxic masculinity and like, not just maybe, I know that that's my circle
19:51:23 my experience but I agree, it's like insane. And again, like I think it's gotten better as we've gotten older and like people are more self assured and like recognize more easily What's wrong, and they're not afraid that they're going to be like, you
19:51:42 know, pariahs if they speak up but I know plenty of friends who've known like.
19:51:50 I mean, I've, I mean, yeah,
19:51:54 it's not, it's not a place without sexual assault or anything like that.
19:51:59 And the number of people, like, what, like it's, yeah.
19:52:10 The numbers are pretty scary and like I wonder.
19:52:08 I don't know if the college fully realizes what an issue it is, or if they're just trying to ignore it.
19:52:21 You know, maybe adding on to that to that. It definitely is a divide in terms of like the experience that female students and their awareness of these issues versus male students.
19:52:28 Yeah, like for me I'll talk to like my female friends about this, and they can like name incidents they can provide examples, they can say things that like it happened on campus in like I could never give us give an example of anything that's happened,
19:52:36 I completely unaware of like the dangers and all this stuff, and at least for men like, there's not.
19:52:46 I don't know like the dark spots on campus I could never name that I could never name. The like situation, I like I get what it would look like to be like uncomfortable in the space, but I could never name people or specific people who like I've seen
19:52:57 something happen with you or with that kind of stuff. So I think there's just also an awareness and divide in terms of how aware people are of these issues on campus might lead to the institution.
19:53:10 And the question. I think we'll end with bringing it full circle is what things were really surprised to learn about about student life in 1972 1962 then, um, yeah.
19:53:28 Whoever's ready you can just go for it.
19:53:33 I think for me it was realizing what a bubble Middlebury was, like, literally came here.
19:53:41 You had the phone maybe letters but like you didn't have a lot else in cars were less common.
19:53:49 You didn't have the internet. I mean like Middlebury to me is already such a tiny place so imagining it without the internet is like.
19:54:00 It's already a smaller student population.
19:54:02 That's a smaller campus like. That is insane to me, just like just really conceptualizing that and just how isolated these people were like, just hearing personal anecdotes like you are out here, and you weren't meeting.
19:54:28 Kind of like become famous places were like, monks, go and they can't talk seminary, talking about that it's
19:54:32 just like, it's like an enclave and you're with the same people and doing the same thing.
19:54:37 There's even more homogenous than it is now which.
19:54:41 Yeah, it's a lot, so it's really conceptualizing.
19:54:45 Just like how stranded little bubble, you are in to a certain extent, was really surprising.
19:54:56 And I'd also say just like, just like the amount of abortions that were taking place I think that in my research like continuously shocked me.
19:55:04 The fact that unprotected sex, sex was so common. And the fact that, you know, upwards of 90 abortions were happening a year, like, and that's really under reported to So, I mean, just like thinking about that is really really shocking
19:55:23 thing that doing it was interesting to use it like what Charlie was saying earlier about just now that men, not knowing.
19:55:44 that and the extent to which men didn't realize that like.
19:55:47 There were so many challenges obviously being on campus but also like dealing with birth control, like that was, that was on the women.
19:55:56 And the vibe that that still resonates so much today.
19:56:01 I'm, I'm,
19:56:04 Like, but I hear anecdotally about
19:56:08 habits of friends when it comes to things like production during sex and stuff like that, like, I'm not much has changed
19:56:40 how that and now everybody doesn't have STDs, but
19:56:30 this is the middle and more of a pivot away from the previous conversation but one thing that like surprise me consistently with that on both the people I interviewed kind of downplayed, like how much of an effect, they thought they had like during like
19:56:45 Vietnam War protests and stuff like that where, like, they would kind of just like say something like oh yeah we did x thing and then just put like make it sound like it didn't matter so I wonder also if
19:56:59 I guess when we look back at history we kind of see like, we can kind of see the endpoint and beginning at one so it's easier to kind of see the recognize that this is a horrible way to actually view history but you can kind of see the path.
19:57:11 I say falsely implying linear element, but I don't know I feel like also then maybe we now that work since we're actually living at like looking at what we talked a lot about mental health I think it'd be interesting to just like kind of go and look directly
19:57:27 at one, like when they got to men when we're leaving and see like what the changes there because like it definitely it's still not great but like improvements been logically large enough that it's significant.
19:57:41 And like I know where they've been since we're living and it just feels very very slow, and like not significant, but
19:57:49 maybe one takeaway for me was just talking to them, realizing, like, like this is just a period of life and there's ups and downs and stuff but honestly, it's just like it's one little blip terms of overall timeline, like I had interviews with people
19:58:03 who like didn't have good experiences at mid, but they still look back on it's like a learning experience place to grow. Talk to like the one black female or one of two black women like the whole class and she was like yeah like I don't know I really
19:58:15 fit in and Middlebury but like, I'm glad for my education, she ended up like hanging out at Dartmouth.
